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Furmanalumni news 
Return of the ring: 
restoring tradition 
The Alumni Office often receives 
calls asking us to help find 
Furman graduates, but none are 
as satisfying as when someone 
has found a Furman ring and 
wants to locate the owner. Our 
latest successful effort in this 
regard came late this summer. 
Tina Hayes Bal lew '78, office 
coordinator, received the call 
from a couple in California. The 
husband, a firefighter, had found 
a Furman ring, Class of 1942, while 
snorkeling in the Yosemite River. 
Because of the initials inside 
the ring, tracking down the owner 
was not a problem. The callers 
were concerned, however, 
because five years had elapsed 
since they found the ring and they 
were afraid that the owner, who 
likely would be in his or her 80s, 
might have died in the interim. 
But we learned that Chaplain 
Jonathan C. Brown, Jr., was not 
only still alive, he lived in Green­
ville! He was so excited when we 
called to tell him we had his ring 
that he could barely wait until the 
next day, when I was able to take 
it to him. 
I walked into the Brighton 
Gardens retirement community 
and was met by a spry 86-year­
old who had enjoyed a long and 
distinguished career as a Navy 
chaplain and Baptist minister. 
He took the ring and proudly put 
it on his finger. 
He bel ieves he lost it some­
time around 1960, when he was 
stationed in San Diego with the 
Navy. He used to take groups of 
sailors to places of interest in 
California and remembers one 
such trip to Yosemite. 
I also learned that his two 
sons, Jonathan Brown I l l  '68 and 
Mike Brown '71 , are Furman grad­
uates, and that his grandson, 
Jonathan M. Brown '03, is 
working this year in the Furman 
athletic department. 
The Furman ring is a tangible 
object that represents something 
intangible - one's Furman experi­
ence. When Chaplain Brown was 
a student, getting a ring was a 
special event. 
More recently, the tradition 
of purchasing class rings has 
declined at institutions through­
out the country. Coinciding with 
this decline has been an increase 
in the number of ring styles avail­
able. Schools that kept one style 
did not lose their ring tradition, 
but Furman joined the diversity 
trend and for the past several 
decades has offered dozens 
of choices. 
The Alumni Office and the 
Furman bookstore are now work­
ing with a committee of alumni, 
students and staff to help restore 
Furman's ring tradition. We have 
reduced the number of options in 
ring designs to three each for men 
and women, which we bel ieve will 
help make the decision to pur­
chase a ring an easy one. 
As the university continues 
to grow in national prominence, 
a Furman ring should be a source 
of pride and a recognizable symbol 
that represents what binds us all  
together - the shared experience 
of an outstanding education. 
- Tom Triplitt '76 
Director, Alumni Association 
Above, three generations of a proud 
Furman family: Jonathan Brown, Jr. '42, 
Mike Brown '71 and Jonathan Brown '03. 
ALUMNI ACTIVITIES 
Planning in works for Homecoming 2006 
Classes ending in a I or 6 will be celebrating a reunion 
at Homecoming 2006, October 20-22. 
If you are interested in volunteering to help with 
your reunion or would like more information, please 
contact Melanie Krone Armstrong '94 by e-mailing 
melanie.armstrong@furman.edu or calling 1-800-
PURPLE3. We hope to see you next year! 
Furman Singers tour plans 
The Furman Singers have once again scheduled 
a regional tour at the end of winter term. 
The tour will begin February 24 at Seneca (S.C.) 
Baptist Church and end March 1 at Providence Baptist 
Church in Charlotte, N.C. In between the Singers will 
perform at churches in Augusta, Ga., and in. the South 
Carolina cities of North Augusta, Orangeburg, Pawleys 
Island and Mount Pleasant. 
Alumni in those areas should be on the lookout 
for more information as tour time approaches. 
Furman legacies going strong 
Furman is proud that many of its current students are 
legacies - in other words, they have parents, grand­
parents, aunts, uncles and siblings who graduated 
from the university. 
The Alumni Association began the school year 
by hosting a reception for freshman legacies at the 
Cherrydale Alumni House. More than 50 people 
attended, some recognizing each other from their own 
days at Furman. Legacies also gathered for a lunch 
during Family Weekend. This tradition will continue 
through graduation when legacies and their families 
attend a graduation luncheon. 
If you or a member of your family currently has 
a legacy at Furman and would like information about 
these events, please e-mail tina.ballew@furman.edu 
or contact the Alumni Association at 1-800-PURPLE3. 
Paladin tailgating fun continues 
Furman Clubs gathered throughout the Southeast this 
fall to cheer for the Paladins. 
The season began with a tailgate before the 
Furman-Jacksonville State game September 1 in 
Jacksonville, Ala. Furman fans donned their purple 
and enjoyed barbecue. The same night, Greenville 
and Spartanburg area alumni gathered at local 
restaurants to enjoy TV viewing parties of the game. 
October was a busy month for the Charleston 
(S.C.) Club, as it hosted a Lowcountry Boil for alumni 
and, in addition, a tailgate party before the Furman­
Citadel game October 15. The Coastal Empire Club, 
which includes Hilton Head Island, Savannah and 
Statesboro, Ga., and vicinity, hosted a gathering before 
the Furman-Georgia Southern game November 5, and 
the Chattanooga Club did the same before the Paladins 
took on Tennessee-Chattanooga in the regular-season 
fimile November 19. 
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Duke McCall, retired president the American Institute for outreach program at North Next reunion in 2008 
of Southern Baptist and New Public Service at a reception Carolina State University Christopher Boney of Tucson, 
Orleans Baptist seminaries in Washington, D.C. in Raleigh. • Hugh Hughes Ariz., is president and chief 
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63 History, developed a series for 69 
• Miriam Murff Durkin of 
South Carolina Educational Charlotte, N.C., is arts editor 
Next reunion in 2008 Television called "Branches," Next reunion in 2009 of the Charlotte Observer. • 
Hinshaw Music, Inc., recently which looks at the archives Ki Moore Curtis created and Jane Allison Garrison Greene 
published "Three Preludes and their use in genealogical implemented a yoga curricu- is service excellence liaison 
for Trumpet and Organ" by research. An adjunct professor !urn for Young Harris (Ga.) with the Greenville Hospital 
Graham Farrell. The preludes at the University of South College, where she teaches System. • Shannon Scruby 
are based on English hymn- Carolina-Aiken, she is author in the Department of Social Henderson is self-employed 
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Galaxy Music, C.F. Peters Two Flags, a textbook for 72 Jacksonville, Fla. • Gail Scott and E.C. Schrimer have eighth grade students, and King is a kindergarten teacher 
previously published some Beaufort, South Carolina: Next reunion in 2007 at Kipps Elementary School 
of Farrell's work. A History. She is the 2005 Sandra Barrett Welch (M.A.) in Blacksburg, Va. • Daniel 
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provider of outsourced infra- 84 86 Coker faculty member who structure and application has made an immense impact 
solutions. A member of the Next reunion in 2009 Next reunion in 2006 on the lives of students. She 
Fusepoint board since 2004, Andrew Klepchick has been LeeAnne Hallman Apple of recently completed a term as 
George most recently served named executive vice presi- Springfield, Tenn., has earned a faculty-elected member of 
as president and chief execu- dent of Synovus, the a master's degree in education the Coker board of trustees. 
tive officer of Digex, a provider Columbus, Ga.-based diver- from Cumberland University. • MARRIAGE: Ralph 
of managed enterprise hosting sified financial services She is a behavior consultant Harper and Liliya Sultanova, 
services. company. He is also presi- with the Sumner County February 1 1 .  Ralph is senior 
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Alice Collum Arrington has Services division. Worth of strategic business unit Murrieta, Calif. • BIRTH: 
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Collins Elementary School in have recognized him as one ImagePoint, the nation's lead- Owens, a son, Griffin 
Greenville. She was previously of the top 200 financial ing manufacturer and supplier McCormack, July 6, Rock-
assistant principal and Inter- advisors in the United States. of on-site sign products and ville, Md. Diane is general 
national Baccalaureate • Lauren Cobb Rybolt services. She heads the manager with Carr America 
coordinator at the school. received an M.B.A. degree company's expanding over- Real Estate Services. 
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80 the Southwest/Central www.statbag.com, a reference the Fellowship of Christian Division of Atlantic Envelope site for statistics teachers. Athletes. • Kirk and Amanda 
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87 Brendle Pekrul, a daughter, Scott Montgomery of Marietta, and Dena Porter, a daughter, Maren, March 30, Charlotte, 
Ga., is president of Apex Analee Bailey, August 9. Next reunion in 2007 N.C. Amanda is a professional 
Insurance. Bond is an account executive Catherine Harvill Hood is head improvement consultant with 
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casting Corp. in Kingsport, with Hendyplan SA in Luxem-
89 Next reunion in 2006 Tenn. bourg. • Deirdre Jenkins Hunt 
Nadine Flood Mulligan, a regis- 85 and her husband, Bryant, own Next reunion in 2009 tered nurse at Palmetto Health the New Horizon Financial Charles Grose, who works in 
Baptist Hospital in Easley, S.C., Next reunion in 2010 Group and the Realty and the Public Defender's Office 
received the Golden Palmetto Dani Sigman Easter is the Sovereignty Financial Group of Greenwood and Abbeville 
Excellence in Nursing award, new Greenville area branch in Mission Viejo, Calif. counties, has been named 
given to the top 100 nurses manager of National City Deirdre is also director of a section council member by 
in the state. Mortgage, the ninth largest bands at Kraemer Middle the South Carolina Bar for 
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mortgage company in the School. • Bryan Moody has 2005-06. He is chair of the 
nation. • Catherine Joan joined the Boston office of Criminal Law Section. • 
Next reunion in 2007 Ruppert Jansen is an occu- PNC Advisors, a wealth David May has been named 
Patricia Morgan Carswell of pational therapist with Touch- management group, as vice treasurer of Koch Industries, 
Nashville, Tenn., has been stone Therapy in Charlotte, president and senior wealth Inc., in Wichita, Kan., with 
named associate dean of N.C. • Kenneth Young of planner. He has earned an responsibility for managing 
development and alumni Yukon, Okla., is enrolled in advanced tax law degree from Koch's global cash manage-
affairs at the Owen School the Doctor of Arts program at Boston University School of ment, short-term investments, 
of Business at Vanderbilt Trinity Theological Seminary, Law. • Melinda Benson Norris, pensions, capital structure, 
University. She was previously majoring in New Testament. a business professor at Coker bank relationships and other 
senior director of development • BIRTH: Chris and Suzanne College in Hartsville, S.C., financial assets. • BIRTH: 
at the Monroe Carell, Jr., Turner, a son, Brendan, April received the 2004-05 Master James and Tracy Haworth 
Children's Hospital at 7, Alpharetta, Ga. Chris Professor Award, an annual Harrison, a son, Joshua Denton, 
Vanderbilt. is president of Digits, Inc. award that recognizes the January 7, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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Plyler's 'exemplary loyalty' recognized 
John Laney Plyler, Jr., son of the university's 
seventh and longest serving president, 
received the Bell Tower Award at Opening 
Convocation this fall. The award is given 
annually to friends of the university who 
the trustees wish to recognize for their 
exceptional achievements and meritorious 
service to Furman. 
In  presenting the award, Furman recog­
nized Plyler's "exemplary loyalty" and "com­
mitment to the betterment of the university." 
Plyler, a 1 956 Furman graduate, enjoyed 
a distinguished career in health and hospital 
administration, serving as chief executive 
and chief operating officer of several hospitals. 
He retired in 1996 as senior vice president 
, 
of SunHealth, Inc. ,  and today resides in Davidson, N.C.  
A life fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives, he is well regarded 
for his extensive knowledge of university history. He has served on the Furman Advisory 
Council and the Alumni Association Board of Directors, and he received the Alumni Service 
Award in 2002. He has established scholarships at Furman in honor of his mother, 
Beatrice Dennis Plyler, and his son, James Will iams Plyler II. 
90 
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Edwin Beckham of Austin, 
Texas, is studying for a Master 
of Divinity degree at the 
Episcopal Seminary of the 
Southwest. • Mimi Bond has 
been hired by ScanSource 
Inc., an international value­
added distributor of specialty 
technology products in Green­
ville. She is an inside sales 
representative in the Paracon 
Sales department. • Tod Hyche 
of Leatherwood Walker Todd 
& Mann PC in Greenville has 
been named a section council 
member for 2005-06 by the 
South Carolina Bar. • Brent 
Reeder became general 
manager of the Poinsett Club 
in Greenville on August 1 .  
Previously, h e  was with the 
Jefferson Club in Louisville, 
Ky . • BIRTH: Scott and 
Julie Ethridge Shaughnessy, 
a son, Ben, October 6, 2004, 
Greer, S.C. 
9 1  
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Miki Golden (M.A.) is prin­
cipal at Hollis Academy 
in Greenville. He had been 
assistant principal at East 
North Street Academy. 
• Will Snipes (M.A. '93), 
a seventh grade language arts 
teacher at Blue Ridge Middle 
School, is the 2005-06 Green­
ville County Teacher of the 
Year. • Hunter Spotts is 
a staff physician with Patient 
First in Baltimore, Md. • 
MARRIAGE: Robert 
Kimball and Neill Larmore, 
September 25, 2004. Rob is 
managing editor for Thomson 
American Health Consultants 
in Atlanta. Neill also works 
for the company. • BIRTHS: 
Mark and Shirley Baunach, 
a son, Zachary Mark, March 
22, Huntersville, N.C. Mark 
is manager of Risk Advisory 
Services with KPMG, LLP. 
• Jim and Kristine Smith 
Cavin, a son, Douglas Jennings, 
April 5. Kristine is an attor­
ney with Smith, Ronick & 
Corbin, LLC, in Atlanta. 
• Samuel Venturini and Julia 
Martin, a daughter, Francesca 
Grace, December 9, 2004. 
Julia is an architect in 
Charleston. • Jeffrey and 
Tricia Lynch McDaniel, 
a daughter, Ella Grace, 
January 28, Alpharetta, Ga. 
• Stephen and Robin McSwain, 
a daughter, Jude, January 13,  
Los Angeles. Stephen is 
president of McSwain Guitars, 
Inc. His new licensed line of 
custom-built guitars can be 
found in music stores through­
out the United States, Europe 
and Asia. • Michael and 
Melanie Morgan Roadruck, 
a daughter, Emma Renee, 
December 21 ,  2004, Fort 
Worth, Texas. • Andrew 
and Joy Wettlin, a son, Kyle 
Andrew, May 28, Greenville. 
Andrew is senior support 
analyst with Enterprise 
Computer Systems. 
9 2  
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Mike Burns of Roswell, Ga., 
teaches English at the Marist 
School. • Teresa Lynn Skinner 
is corporate paralegal for The 
South Financial Group, Inc., 
in Greenville. She also owns 
the Silver Star Sterling Jewelry 
Company, dealing in exclusive 
sterling silver jewelry from 
Italy, Mexico and the American 
Southwest. • Thomas Turner, 
who has been a part of Merrill 
Lynch's office in Gainesville, 
Ga., for three years, has been 
certified as a financial planner. 
• BIRTHS: Thomas '93 and 
Laura Robertson Bratton, a 
son, Ben, October 25, 2004. 
Thomas is minister of adult 
education and outreach with 
First Baptist Church of 
Asheville, N.C. • Charles 
and Kirsten Freisheim Horton, 
a son, Andrew Charles, April 
1, Huntingdon Valley, Pa. • 
Russ '93 and Elizabeth Smith 
Merritt, a daughter, Robin, 
May 1 1 ,  North Augusta, S.C. 
• Mike and Cindy Patrick, 
a son, Jackson Debruhl, June 
13, Signal Mountain, Tenn. • 
Rob and Dina Rogers, a son, 
Zachary, November 23, 2004, 
The Colony, Texas. Rob is 
a project manager with Texas 
Instruments. • Brent and 
Betsy Chapin Taylor, twin 
daughters, Elise Chapin and 
Grace Elizabeth, February 14. 
Betsy is president of Compass 
Point, a non-profit consulting 
firm in Lookout Mountain, 
Ga. • Jason and Angelica 
Underwood, a son, Alexander, 
March 31,  Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 
93 
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Lewis Bozard is studying for 
a master's degree in higher 
education and student affairs 
at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University 
in Blacksburg. He is working 
as a graduate hall director on 
campus. • Weylin Brown, who 
has been an operating room 
37 
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staff nurse in the Greenville • Gary Eichelberger has been 
hospital system for more than named executive director of 
five years, has become the Greenville's Mere Christianity 
clinical database coordinator Forum, a non-profit organiza-
for the operating room at the tion started by Furman students 
Greenville Hospital System that is dedicated to promoting 
University Medical Center. • and exploring thoughtful, 
Kyryn Cooper-Sanders of Las ecumenical Christian faith. 
Vegas, Nev., teaches in the He previously practiced law 
Clark County School District. with Nelson Mullins Riley 
• Rob Hallford received an and Scarborough LLP in 
MBA degree from Duke Charleston, S.C. • Paige 
University in May. He works Wilbanks Spivey is director 
with AM Pappas and Asso- of advancement for Rabun 
ciates in Durham, N.C. • Gap (Ga.) Nacoochee School. 
R. Kevin Johnson of Jersey • BIRTHS: Scott and Julia 
City, N.J., has completed his Holt Barnstead, a son, Lucas 
doctoral degree at the Institute Scott, November 30, 2004. 
for Worship Studies. He is They live in Blue Ridge, Ga., 
executive director of Micah where Scott is director of 
Music Ministries, a consulting bands at Fannin County 
firm . • MARRIAGE: Emily High School. • Tony and 
Catherine Jarrell and Aaron KimberlyAnn DeVillier '96 
Thomas Urbanek, June 1 1 .  Glass, a son, Liam, May 15, 
Emily is a freelance pianist 2004. They live in Sugar 
and opera coach and Aaron Hill, Ga.; Tony is a production 
owns Verismo, Inc., a sales manager with Pulte Mortgage 
and distribution company. and Kimberly Ann is a tech-
They live in Charlotte, N.C. nology coordinator in Gwinnett 
• BIRTHS: Brad and County Public Schools. • 
Katherine Williams '96 Jones, Jim and Teresa Wyatt Klauber, 
a daughter, Macon Louise, a son, James Shuler, Jr., April 
September 7, 2004, Augusta, 22, Greenwood, S.C. • Greg 
Ga. • Brian and Nancy and Suzanne Jackson Nagy, 
Repsher Lee, a daughter, a son, John Ryan, April 2, 
Abby Powers, March 5, Baton Little Rock, Ark. • Kurt 
Rouge, La. Brian is women's and Jennifer Brantley Restine, 
soccer coach at Louisiana a daughter, Grace Annabelle, 
State University. • Matthew February 9, Greer, S.C. 
and Gina MacConnell, a Jennifer is a flight attendant 
daughter, Stella Ann, April 5, with Delta Air Lines. 
Roanoke, Texas. Matt is 
9 5  director of golf for Vaquero. • Scott and Heather Nelson, Next reunion in 2010 a son, Tyler Eric, June 7, Eric Light recently joined Greenville. • Reggie and Belson & Lewis, LLP, a law Elizabeth Camps O'Shields, firm in Boca Raton, Fla., that twins, a son, Brendan Patrick, specializes in estate planning. and a daughter, Katherine • Jason Poinsette has been 
Elizabeth, June 18, 2004; and hired as an account supervisor a son, Ian Brady, June 16, by PUSH, a full-service brand-2005. Elizabeth is tax manager ing agency based in Orlando, with Cox Enterprises in Fla. • Marisa Edwards Ray Atlanta. received a master's degree 
94 in public administration with concentration in non-profit 
Next reunion in 2009 organizations from High Point 
Brendan and Ani Boyd live (N.C.) University in May. 
in Johnson City, Tenn., where She works as the university's 
he is business development director of alumni relations. 
manager for Eastman Company. 
38 
• MARRIAGES: Lauren 
Bellamy and John Ryan 
McCann, May 30. They live 
in Greenville. • Mia Brasco 
and Cache Miller, December 
1 1 , 2004. They live in Aiken, 
S.C., where Mia is events 
director for the Aiken Steeple-
chase Association. • Ellen 
Gibson Johnston and Pat 
Rayner, February 26. They 
live in Charleston, S.C. • 
Mitch Tate and Anne Marie 
Johnson, May 29. He works 
for Abbott Laboratories in 
Phoenix, Ariz . • ADOPTION: 
Steve and Karin Walsh Faulkner, 
a 15-month-old son, Kevin 
Byron, July 12 .  They live 
in Cary, N.C . • BIRTHS: 
Michael and Jennifer Jackson 
Deason, a son, Josiah, March 
1 3, Greenwood, S.C. • David 
Maxwell and Callie Feild, 
a son, Rhodes, May 10, 
Greenville. David works in 
commercial real estate with 
NAI Earle Furman, LLC . • 
Michael and Amy Martin '96 
Garcia, a daughter, Caroline, 
June 22, Decatur, Ga. Michael 
is a communication consultant 
with Mellon Financial Corpora-
tion. • Taylor '96 and Kerrin 
Dunbar Hightower, a son, 
Graham Dunbar Hightower, 
November 24, 2004. Taylor 
is a professor of music at the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg. 
• Karl and Shannon Fennell 
Plattner, a son, Colby 
Christopher, July 21 ,  2004, 
Davidson, N.C. • Michael 
and Meredith Greene Sorrow, 
a son, Griffin Ritter, April 8, 
Newnan, Ga. • Chris and 
Sarah Cain Statham, a son, 
Emmett Craft, February 7, 
Portland, Ore. • Erik and Cara 
Hofer '96 Van Treek, a son, 
Tyler Emerson, April 25. They 
live in Alpharetta, Ga.; Woody 
is head of the English depart-
ment at South Forsyth High 
School and Cara works in 
the Neonatal Unit at Scottish 
Rite Hospital. • Billy and 
Eleanor lurcovich '96 Williams, 
a daughter, Caroline, Decem-
ber 10, 2004, Smyrna, Ga. 
9 6  
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Chris Cottingham of Columbia, 
S.C., was ordained to the 
ministry May 1 by Mauldin 
(S.C.) First Baptist Church, 
where he served as music and 
pastoral care intern and an 
interim pianist. He has been 
a chaplain with Portsbridge 
Hospice in West Columbia. 
• Melinda Dawson of Port 
Orange, Fla., was promoted by 
Tel-Tron Technologies to vice 
president of sales, responsible 
for a nationwide dealer network. 
• Margaret Fulton Holman, 
a senior associate in the Atlanta 
office of Ford & Harrison 
James H. Simkins, Jr. '78, president; 
Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74, president 
elect; Randolph Williams Blackwell '63, 
vice president; Pamela Underwood 
Thomason '76, past president; 
Rebecca Hood Becherer '89; Venita 
Tyus Billingslea '81; John M. Block '63; 
Edna Wells Boyd '54; J. Chris Brown 
'89; Rosalie Manly Burnett '49; 
H. Furman Cantrell '61;  Bobby Earl 
Church '78; David S. Cobb '90; Allen 
Cothran '01 ; George L. Johnson '68; 
Vicki Bieksha Johnson '93; William 
A. Lampley '41 ; Charles W. Linder '59; 
J. Cordell Maddox '54; Clare Folio 
Morris '83; Paul B. Nix, Jr. '77; James 
G. Revels, Jr. '62; Ginger Malone Sauls 
'75; David M. Schilli '85; Steven B. 
Smith '83; Heyward M. Sullivan '59; 
Davin K. Welter '89. 
Ex-Officio and Other Members: 
David E. Shi '73, president; Donald J. 
Lineback, vice president for develop­
ment; Tom Triplitt '76, director of 
Alumni Association; Jane Dungan, 
associate director of Alumni Associ­
ation; Melanie Krone Armstrong '94, 
associate director of Alumni Associ­
ation; Todd Malo '95, president, Young 
Alumni Council; Jonathan Bettis '06, 
president, Student Alumni Council; 
Amer Ahmad '06, president, Associ­
ation of Furman Students; Brandi 
Childress '06, president, Senior Class. 
LLP, a labor and employment 
law firm, has been named the 
firm's first director of profes­
sional development. She 
directs the recruitment and 
retention initiatives, the asso­
ciate mentoring and coaching 
program, and the strategic 
diversity plan for 15 offices 
nationwide. • Elizabeth Jane 
Lee of Burlington, N.C., 
teaches in the Alamance­
Burlington School System. 
• Trina Rossman Smith, 
a curriculum specialist at the 
University of North Carolina­
Greensboro, completed her 
master's degree in liberal 
studies at the school in May. 
• MARRIAGES: Kimberly 
Return to Burkina 
Polash and Anthony Martinez, 
April 23. They live in Atlanta 
where both work for the 
Hartford Insurance Group, 
Kim as an employee develop­
ment consultant and Tony as 
an underwriter. • Robyn 
Waizenhofer and Patrick 
Ankney, September 25, 2004. 
Robyn earned her doctorate 
in school psychology from the 
University of South Carolina 
and is a psychologist with the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) 
School District. • BIRTHS: 
Damon and Amy Bradbury 
Barnhill, a daughter, Brannon 
Elizabeth, November 19, 
2004, Gaffney, S.C. Amy is 
a comptroller with the Cherokee 
In the fall of 2000 Furman magazine published an article 
by Mark Canavera, a member of the Class of 1999, titled "Six 
Days in the Fields. " The article described his life as a Peace 
Corps volunteer and mentioned his desire to expand the junior 
high school where he taught into a high school. 
Readers of the magazine were touched by his story, and 
a number of them sent him contributions to support his work. 
Here 's his report on what he found when he returned to Africa 
this summer. 
In June of this year I returned to Burkina Faso, the West African 
country where I served as a Peace Corps volunteer from 1999 to 
2002. I had been gone for nearly three years, and my month-long 
return was bittersweet. 
While it was a joy to see my old friends, neighbors and col­
leagues, it was equally difficult to witness that abject poverty still 
ravages most people's lives there. Throughout the visit, I was torn 
between my love for Burkina and my disappointment that, at least 
in material terms, not much has changed there. 
The highlight of the visit was the week I spent in Piela, the 
eastern village where I had taught English and math at the junior 
high school for the first two years of my Peace Corps service. 
My friends and neighbors were still plugging along, doing their 
best to eke out a living from an unforgiving soil. Unlike in 2004, 
when drought and locust invasions devastated the country's corn 
and millet crops, this year's rainy season has proven relatively 
fruitful. 
Seeing my former students was surreal. Some of the boys 
have followed the route of technical professions, becoming brick­
layers, shopkeepers, or soldiers. Many of them - boys and girls 
alike, still teen-agers themselves - have had one or more chil­
dren and continued a life of subsistence farming. Yet others 
have progressed in school. 
County School District. • 
Wes and Darley Collins, a son, 
Cason Howell, January 28, 
Morehead City, N.C. Wes is 
a partner in the Harvell and 
Collins, P.A., law firm. • 
Derrick and Melanie Brannon 
Derringer, a son, Bradley 
Michael, April 28. They live 
in Irmo, S.C., and Derrick 
works as a programmer with 
the SCANA Corporation. • 
Jamie and Kendall McCurry, 
a son, James Clifford III, 
May 18, Savannah, Ga. • 
Chris (M.A. '97) and Julie 
Prince Pare, a daughter, 
Hayden Alexandra, June 25, 
2004, Greer, S.C. Chris works 
for the Greenville Hospital 
System and is the athletic 
trainer at Riverside High 
School. Julie works for 
Palmetto Capital Group 
and Financial Services, Inc. 
• Jason and Laura Rawlings, 
a daughter, Meredith Anne, 
July 8, Memphis, Tenn. • 
Jeff and Ashley Rusbridge, 
a son, Luke, June 1 1 , Canton, 
Ga. • Brian and Erica Curren 
Schuler, a son, Cameron 
Brandt, February 22, Charles­
ton, S.C. • John and Patricia 
Snelson, a son, Jonah Andrew, 
November 8, 2004, Glaston­
bury, Conn. John works as 
counsel for IAE International 
Aero Engines AG. 
The school, built with the help of Furman alumni and friends. 
For the most part, the village was physically identical to the 
place that I used to call home - the same huts in the same places 
and the same dirt paths winding through them. The village's 
major physical change was the addition of a high school building, 
a project that I had begun while there. 
The building's financing came largely from Furman alumni 
and friends, whom the Peace Corps office told me had donated 
more quickly than any other donors they had seen. Completed in  
2003, the building transformed the junior high into a full-fledged 
high school, which opened its doors to the first class of seconde 
students (the equivalent of ninth grade) in 2004. Last year, 26 
students took their first high school classes in Piela. 
The high school represents many things to me - the gener­
osity of the Furman community, the link between my lives in  
South Carolina and Burkina Faso, and the opportunity for the 
children of Piela to pursue better futures. 
Mark is currently pursuing a master's in public policy at Harvard 
University 's Kennedy School of Government. He plans to return 
to Africa once he completes his degree. 
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97 Conn. • Mike and Jennifer the United States Investigations Kirsten Bender Harkness, Luquire '98 Freno, a son, Services Raleigh district. He a son, Gavin, July 15, Greer, 
Next reunion in 2007 Colman Riley, September 16, is based in the company's S.C. Kirsten is a paralegal 
Caroline Dillard Brownlee 2004, Charlotte, N.C. • Mark district office in Augusta, Ga. with Christian & Davis law 
is an instructor of general and Angie Rail Gabb, a son, • MARRIAGES: Benjamin firm. • Christopher and Katie 
internal medicine at Wake Jacob, June 27, Beverly Hills, Arnold Barnhill and Candice Hankinson McGaha, a son, 
Forest University Baptist Fla. Angie is a Kindermusik Elaine Fincher, August 20. Samuel Crew, May 20, 
Medical Center in Winston- educator. • Alexander and They live in Greenville where Birmingham, Ala. • Andy 
Salem, N.C. • Greg Burrell Marla Cook Grady, a son, he is an associate attorney at and Amy Hutchison McKee, 
recently earned his Ed.S. Carson Alexander, December Nelson Mullins Riley & Scar- a son, William Hutchison, 
degree in educational leader- 27, 2004, Savannah, Ga. borough and she is manager of April 6, Fort Polk, La. • 
ship from Lincoln Memorial Marla is a partner in the Hurly public relations at Brett Public Ryan and Julie DeCarlo Moore, 
University. He is athletic Group. • Brett and Sally Relations. • Elizabeth Bell a daughter, Whitney Julia, 
director for Gilmer County Loftis, a son, Elijah, April 27, and David Boyd, June 1 1 .  February 24. They live in 
(Ga.) Schools and assistant Charlotte, N.C. • Brian and They live in Charleston, S.C.; Fort Myers, Fla. • Tim and 
principal at Gilmer High Claudia Wood Strow, a daugh- she is employed with the Courtney Dodson Schar, 
School. • Madelyn Cooper ter, Colette Annalise, March 7, Charleston Collegiate School a daughter, Cecily Catherine, 
Cave is a seventh grade Bowling Green, Ky. Both of Johns Island. • Kevin April 23, Charlotte, N.C. • 
language arts teacher at Claudia and Brian teach at Patrick Garrison and Mary Roger Owens and Ginger 
Brewton (Ala.) Middle School. Western Kentucky University. Earle Pressly, August 6. They Thomas, a son, Silas Zachariah 
• John Scott Gray has recently 
98 
live in Albemarle, N.C., where Thomas Owens, April 12 .  
taken a position teaching he is employed at South Ginger is a minister at Trinity 
philosophy at Humboldt State Next reunion in 2008 Central Oil Company. • John United Methodist Church in 
University in Arcata, Calif. Staci Shields Bolton is a psy- Pugh and Sarah Daily, May Louisburg, N.C. • Justin and 
• Susie Nabors Hubbard of chologist in private practice in 28. They live in Birmingham, Sarah Allgyer Thomas, a son, 
Ypsilanti, Mich., is foundation metro Atlanta. • James Butler Ala., where he works at South- Robert Henry, March 30, Lake 
and government grants of Monroe, La., is an attorney ern Company. She is pursuing Bluff, Ill. • Anthony and Robin 
manager with the Detroit with Crawford & Anzelmo, a Ph.D. at the University of Crenshaw '99 Walsh, a daugh-
Symphony Orchestra. • PLC. • Michael Hix sang with Alabama. • Laura Scholz and ter, Eleanor Claire, May 25. 
MARRIAGES: Sarah the Ohio Light Opera over the Bob Mavretich, May 21.  They Anthony is senior manager 
Baggett and Juan Vazquez, summer. He was in more than live in East Point, Ga. Laura of capacity management with 
May 14. They live in Port 50 performances and created is public relations coordinator NuVox Communications of 
St. Lucie, Fla., and are attor- the role of Bertouth in the for the Atlanta Symphony Greenville. Robin teaches 
neys, she with Peterson world premiere of Robert Orchestra and Bob is an third grade at Dacusville 
Bernard, LLP, and he with Ward's "A Friend of Napoleon." information systems analyst Elementary School. • Ryan 
Harvin, Harvin & Pinnock, He was scheduled to return to for Sun Trust Banks, Inc. and Jennifer Barlow Watkins, 
LLP. • Barton Jenkins and Florida State University this • BIRTHS: David and a daughter, Emily, July 23, 
Marcela McDonough, April fall to complete his doctorate Mary Katherine Cobb Adams, 2004, Portage, Mich. • 
16. They live in Puerto Rico, in voice performance. • a daughter, Anna Elizabeth, Stewart and Tiffany Williams 
where he is a special agent Jeremy Mitchell-Koch is an May 9. • Michael and Virginia Watson (M.A. '04), a son, 
with the FBI assigned to the assistant professor of chemistry Turpen '01 Carnahan, a daugh- William, June 18,  Anderson, 
San Juan office. • Robert at Emporia (Kan.) State Uni- ter, Makayla Ann, July 13, S.C. 
Jetton and Jennifer Emerson, versity. • Hallie Anderson Durham, N.C. Michael is 9 9  May 21 .  They live in Cary, Stem of Franklin, Tenn., is research manager for Hyper 
N.C. • Farrar Johnston and employed by Countrywide Branch Medical Technology, Next reunion in 2009 
Ely Abbott, April 9. They live Financial. • Christina Cochran Inc., and Ginger is in her fifth Brian Dowling of Charlotte, 
in Alexandria, Va., and Farrar White has been promoted to year of a doctoral program in N.C., owns Toptul, a company 
is a scheduler in the office assistant vice president for biochemistry and biophysics that manufactures hand tools. 
of U.S. Sen. Max Baucus enrollment management at at the University of North • Ryan Giles lives in Mount 
(D-Montana). • Kevin Andrew Brenau University in Gaines- Carolina. • Charles and Pleasant, S.C., where he is 
Painter and Amanda Jo Winn, ville, Ga. • Charles Kemmons Margie Pierson Clinton, a son, head coach for boys' junior 
May 21 .  They live in Mary- Wilson Ill graduated from Bradley Jackson, November varsity basketball at Wando 
ville, Tenn., and he is a private Cornell University in May 1 1 ,  2004, Clarksburg, Md. High School and teaches 
financial advisor with Suntrust with a dual master's degree • David and Michelle Harbin seventh grade in the Charles-
Investment Services Inc. • in hospitality management '99 Frazer, a daughter, Alexis ton County School District. 
BIRTHS: Joe and Susan and business administration. Catherine, April 6, Irving, • Geoffrey Henderson is 
Worley Brewer, a daughter, He has joined his family's Texas. Both David and an assistant pastor at Hope 
Hannah Ryan, May 10, Char- Memphis, Tenn.-based business, Michelle are financial Presbyterian Church in 
lotte, N.C. • Rob and Alison Kemmons Wilson Companies. analysts, he with Covansys Bradenton, Fla. • Stephen 
Kleeman Durbois, a son, Caleb, • Jeff Youngs has been pro- and she with American and Natalie Lee live in 
August 30, 2004, Glastonbury, moted to district manager of Airlines. • William and Maitland, Fla.. He is a chief 
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compliance officer and finan- • Carrie O'Shields and Justin Martin is a staff attorney with �1. ,f�  cial consultant with CFSE Andrews, January 22. They Legal Aid of Greenville. • 
Wealth Management Inc., live in Matthews, N.C. • Allison Stack Nugent lives in 
and she works for Southeast Laura Katherine Rigdon and Delray Beach, Fla., and works Because of the large number 
Sales and Marketing. • Kevin Chad Reese Johnson, July 9. as marketing manager for Toll of submissions and clippings 
Leedy of Grayson, Ga., is They live in Sandy Springs, Brothers, Inc. • Jordan Furman receives for the maga-
executive vice president of Ga . • BIRTHS: Kevin and Tidrick is pursuing a master's zine's class notes section and 
White Oak Investment Com- Katherine O'Brien '01 Adams, degree in forensic science and the time needed to review, com-
pany, a large tract industrial a daughter, Ellen Elizabeth, working as a residence hall pile and edit so much informa-
and land developer. His wife, May 17, Woodstock, Ga. director at Virginia Common- tion, news items frequently are 
Kristin Simpson '01 Leedy, Kevin is a mathematics teacher wealth University in Richmond. not published until five or six 
is a student at the University and baseball coach at Walton • MARRIAGES: Jodi months after they are submitted. 
of Georgia's College of High School. • Corey and Baumgardner and Jeffrey Furman magazine does not 
Veterinary Medicine. • Jennifer Skeens Conley, Knowles, June 25. They live publish dated items (anything 
Stephen Long defended his a daughter, Ashlee, October in Wesley Chapel, Fla., and more than 18 months old at time 
doctoral dissertation at the 22, 2004, Huntington, W.Va. Jodi is community health of publication) or engagement 
University of North Carolina Jennifer is a teacher with the support coordinator for St. announcements. Birth and 
in June and began work in Wayne County Board of Edu- Joseph's Hospital. • Serena marriage announcements for 
August as an assistant profes- cation. • Matt and Brandi Bristow and Jermaine alumni couples who graduated in 
sor of political science at Fuduric Deets, a daughter, Johnson '02, September 1 1 ,  different years are included un-
Kansas State University in Addison Elizabeth, July 14, 2004. She is a clinical der the earliest graduation date 
Manhattan. • Jayne Griffin 2004, Johnson City, Tenn. • counselor with the Greenville (except if requested otherwise); 
Moorman has become assistant Bob and Katie Shaw Howell, Alcohol and Drug Safety they are not listed under both 
county librarian in the Spartan- a daughter, Mills, June 1 1 ,  Council and he i s  a graphic classes. When submitting items, 
burg County (S.C.) Public Atlanta. • Chad and Melissa designer at Large Marketing please include your spouse's 
Libraries system. • Kevin Faulkner McAllister, a daughter, Solution. Serena is pursuing or child's name, whether your 
Stokes, on assignment with Lillah Grace, June 1 ,  Spartan- a master's degree in counsel- spouse is a Furman graduate, 
the Charlotte, N.C.-based burg, S.C. • Chris and Jillian ing education at Clemson Uni- and the date and city where 
Serving in Mission (SIM) Lingerfelt Ratti, a son, Luke versity. • Bekki Jean Camden the birth or marriage occurred. 
organization, has begun his Stephen, May 1, Athens, (M.A.) and James Benjamin, Send news to the Office of 
second year of teaching in Tenn. • Win and Stephanie June 4. She teaches at Wood- Marketing and Public Relations, 
Jos, Nigeria. • Sarah Thomas McClelland Walstad, a daughter, mont High School and he Furman University, 3300 Poinsett 
of Columbia, S.C., received Palmer Knox, April 24, Santa teaches at Stone Academy Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613, 
her J.D. degree from Emory Barbara, Calif. Win is a busi- in Greenville. • Christopher or e-mail to alumni@furman.edu. 
University in May. • ness owner and Stephanie is Tradd Colwell and Erin Selected information submitted 
MARRIAGES: Temesha a sales representative for McDonald, June 18. Both to the on-line alumni registry 
Corbin and Mark Christian, AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals. work in Charleston, S.C., she (www.furman.edu/alumni) 
July 16. They live in Cincin-
00 
with HealthSouth and he as is included in class notes. 
nati, Ohio. • Chris Ford and an associate attorney in the 
Lindsay Powell, June 4. They Next reunion in 2010 Brush Law Firm. • Summer live in West Point, N.Y. • In September, William Copeland and Michael Kotkin, Alison Gordon and Jason Armstrong began classes June 18. They live in Oviedo, Kelli is a certified child life Chapple, June 4. They live in the evening program at Fla. • Elizabeth Ann Ellis and specialist at the Hospital for in Winston-Salem, N.C. • the University of Chicago Hans Kristopher Keilhack, Children at Medical City in Ben Hall and Diana Rich '03, Graduate School of Business. May 21. She is a pediatric Dallas. They live in Plano, July 2, 2004. They live in • Meredith Benson lives in nurse at Carolinas Medical Texas. • Kevin Heins and Lisa New Port Richey, Fla. Ben New York City and has been Center in Charlotte, N.C., and Benenati, July 1. They live in is employed by International he is marketing director for working as a principal dresser Equity Capital NA. • Jennifer New York City where Kevin is Fireplace and Grill and Diana on the Broadway show "Monty an acquisitions executive with is a physical education teacher Python's Spamalot," the 2005 Nicole Faulk and Corey Brown, Franklin Credit Management in Pasco County. • Kristen Tony winner for best new August 7, 2004. Jennifer Corp. • Daniel Hughes and House and Michael Napoleon, musical. • Meredith Fensom earned both a master's degree Chappell Everett, June 25. June 18. They live in Mesa, is director of the Law & and a doctorate in physical They live in Greenville where Ariz. Kristen is a professor Policy in the Americas therapy from Elon University. Daniel is the law clerk for at Paradise Valley College. Program at the University of • Julie Denise Faulk and Circuit Court Judge Edward Brigid Kennedy and Connor Florida in Gainesville. She Stephen Andrew Bounds, Welmaker. • Laura Hupp and Chambers, May 21 .  She is the earned her J.D. degree from March 19. Julie earned both Clay Garner, April 2. They athletic director at Magnificat the school's College of Law a master's degree and a doc- live in Crescent Springs, Ky. High School and he is a bond and an M.A. degree from the torate in physical therapy from She is an account executive salesman for KeyBanc. They school's Center for Latin Elon University. • Kelli Wicks with eCompanyStore and live in North Olmsted, Ohio. American Studies. • Stephen and Mark Gerard, June 18.  he is a pilot with Comair. 
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• Kara Kathleen Lapish and 
Kurt Traverse, August 6. She 
is program manager for Cali­
fornia Dollars for Scholars 
and he is assistant controller 
for ALCOA Telecommuni­
cations. They live in Fullerton. 
• Kelly Murry and Justin 
Creasey, July 9. Both are 
athletic trainers in Knoxville, 
Tenn., she with the Knoxville 
Orthopedic Clinic and he with 
the University of Tennessee 
football team. • Nicholas 
Pennington and Meaghan 
Kyle, May 13. They live in 
Santa Barbara, Calif., and 
Nicholas is housekeeping 
manager for the Santa Barbara 
Four Seasons Resort. • Brian 
Allen Reinhardt and Amanda 
Suzanne Malone, May 14. 
They live in Charleston, S.C., 
where he attends the Medical 
University of South Carolina 
and she is a nurse at Plantation 
Pediatrics . • BIRTHS: 
Jonathan and Pearce Triplitt 
'02 Butcher, a son, Elijah 
Hamilton, August 28. They 
live in Crofton, Md. • Brian 
and Sadie Aycock '02 
Krawczyk, a daughter, 
Katherine Eden, June 26, 
2004. They live in Grayson, 
Ga. Brian is president of 
Gwinnett Outreach, a partner­
ship between Young Life and 
local churches. Sadie works 
for Gwinnett Outreach and 
for Gymboree Play and Music. 
• Andy and Elizabeth Dodd 
Lazar, a son, Andrew Dodd 
Lazar, July 25. They live 
in Moore, S.C. 
01 
Next reunion in 2006 
Michelle Abraham recently 
moved to Sugarland, Texas, 
to teach Bible at Fort Bend 
Baptist Academy. • Ellen 
Alsbrooks is studying for 
a Certificate in International 
Business Practice awarded by 
the University of Cambridge 
International Examinations 
in London. She is also work­
ing for a venture capital firm 
specializing in fashion retail. 
• Daniel Atkinson is a law 
The wrong tree 
Sharp-eyed reader Coleman Hood '78 
caught us in an error on "The Last 
Word" page in the summer issue 
of the magazine. 
Accompanying David Shi's article, 
"Ode to the Oak," was a photograph 
of a majestic tree. The only problem: 
It wasn't an oak. 
As Hood pointed out, "The photo­
graph accompanying this article is 
almost certainly not that of an oak 
(genus Quercus L., family Fagaceae). 
Rather, it is of a maple tree (genus 
Acer L. ,  family Aceraceae.) While the 
photograph is by no means definitive, 
the tree appears to be one of Acer 
saccharum Marsh, the common 
sugar maple. 
"I might be wrong. It wouldn't be 
the first time. At any rate, I enjoyed my 
brief time under all of Furman's canopy, 
the academic as well as the arboreal." 
Hood attended Furman for two 
years before going on to the University 
of Georgia, where he earned his degree 
in 1979 - in forest resources. 
we traced the error to a mix-up in 
communication (and lack of botanical 
skills) between editor and photographer. 
We checked with biology chair 
(and botanist) Joe Pollard, who con­
firmed that Hood was correct. And 
So in an attempt to remedy the 
situation, we herewith try again to 
publish a photo of one of Furman Mall's 
mighty oaks. And we thank Coleman 
Hood for his good-humored letter. 
- Jim Stewart 
clerk in the office of Judge 
J. Derham Cole in Spartanburg, 
S.C. • Christopher Bowden is 
an associate in the law offices 
of King & Spalding LLP in 
Atlanta. • Johnlee Curtis 
graduated in July from the 
World Trade Institute in Bern, 
Switzerland, with a master's 
degree in international law 
and economics. He is an inter­
national trade law consultant 
for the Swiss National Science 
Foundation. • Mark Higgins 
is an underwriter with Hartford 
Life Insurance Company in 
Alpharetta, Ga., and is complet­
ing an M.S. degree in risk 
management at Georgia State 
University. • Luke Kosman 
has begun work as European 
key account manager for 
Umbra in Gothenburg, 
Sweden. His wife, Emelie 
lsacksson-Kosman, is sales 
manager at Pre Swede. • Kelly 
Matthews is a teacher in the 
Rock Hill (S.C.) School 
District 3. • Audrey Clair Page 
received her law degree from 
Wake Forest University and 
is an attorney at Children's 
Law Center in Charlotte, 
N.C. • Jill Underwood 
Roberts teaches pre-first 
grade at Heritage Preparatory 
School in Atlanta. She also 
teaches harp lessons and plays 
for different events in the area. 
• Jennifer Scholz was sched­
uled to enter a doctoral pro­
gram in clinical psychology 
at Argosy University in 
Atlanta this fall. • 
MARRIAGES: Hannah 
Blevins and Joseph Harvey, 
August 6. They live in Atlanta 
where he is an associate in 
the Hunton and Williams law 
firm. She is completing her 
dissertation for a doctorate 
in performance ethnography 
from the University of North 
Carolina. • Janeane Clarke 
and Paul Leese, June 4. 
Janeane is a financial specialist 
for Wachovia and Paul is 
assistant men's soccer coach He is a teaching associate and Operations Division at the Josh is a legal assistant with 
at Furman. • Julie Dunson graduate student in mathematics U.S. Army base in Fort Lewis, Wiley Rein & Fielding LLP 
and Trey Meredith '02, July 31 ,  at Emory University in  Decatur, Wash. • Trent Emeneker in Washington, D.C., and 
2004. They live in Easley, S.C., Ga. • Gayle Rebecca Reichert graduated in July from military Sarah is an interior designer 
where Trey is the associate and Jesse Samuel Howard III, flight school in Pensacola, Fla. with Reena Racki Associates. 
pastor for youth and missions July 2. Both are employed He is assigned to a U.S. Marine • John McArthur Il l  and Erin 
at Easley Presbyterian Church. at Currey Ingram Academy Corps base in San Diego, Bourne '03, June 25. They 
Julie is associate pastor at in Nashville, Tenn., she as Calif., training in the FA-18 live in Greer, S.C. Erin works 
Fountain Inn Presbyterian a mathematics teacher and Hornet. • Laura Gumbel for Ryan Homes and Mac is 
Church. • Laura Goss and he as athletic director. • received a master's degree teaching and pursuing a Ph.D. 
Shane Asbury, May 14. She Doug Stinson and Ashley in communication sciences at Clemson University. • 
is a resident at T.C. Thompson Davis, July 9. He works in and disorders from the Medical Rebecca Piech and Aaron 
Children's Hospital and he manufacturing sales and she University of South Carolina Miner, May 21 .  They live in 
is an orthopedic resident at is gallery director for England, in May. She is employed in Chadds Ford, Pa. • Quanah 
Erlanger Hospital in Chatta- a La-Z-Boy company in Knox- rehabilitation services with Simon and Michael Scoggins 
nooga, Tenn. • Darren Grem ville, Tenn . • BIRTHS: Brad Children's Healthcare of '03, July 31 ,  2004. They live 
and Jennifer Mason, May 21 .  and Melanie Hooker Blackburn, Atlanta. • Katherine in Tulsa, Okla., where he 
They are graduate students at twin daughters, Anna Grace Hutcheson spent the summer attends law school at the Uni-
the University of Georgia; she and Ashlyn Paige, February 4. in Knoxville, Tenn., before versity of Tulsa. She is a staff 
is studying Spanish and he Melanie graduated from the heading to St. Petersburg, coordinator with Home Instead 
is studying American history. University of South Carolina Russia, to teach English as Senior Care and is pursuing 
Darren recently had an article School of Medicine in May a Second Language for another a master's degree in human 
accepted to the Georgia and has begun her residency year. • James Kious received relations at the University 
Historical Quarterly for spring in pediatrics at Palmetto Rich- his J.D. degree from Cumber- of Oklahoma. • John Taylor 
2006 on religion and racial land Hospital in Columbia. land School of Law at Samford and Katherine Sandoval '04, 
violence in the Jim Crow • Jack and Kathryn Winkles University in May and is November 27, 2004. John is 
South. • Katherine Hawkins Howle, a son, Jack Delbert IV, employed by the Kious & a student at the New England 
and Jonathan Watts, August April 15, Greenville. Rodgers firm in Murfreesboro, School of Law. They live 
14, 2004. They live in 
02 
Tenn. • Andrew Clark Snavely in Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Montreal where he is a Ph.D. graduated cum laude from • BIRTHS: Will and Toni 
candidate in chemistry at Next reunion in 2007 law school at the University Bouton, a son, William 
McGill University. She works Allison Aiken is pursuing of Missouri-Kansas City. He Carpenter, May 24, Greenville. 
for a French-speaking campus a Ph.D. in atmospheric is a clerk for Missouri Court • Brandon and Mirandi 
ministry and is a full-time chemistry through a NASA of Appeals Judge James Metcalfe Herrenbruck, a daugh-
campus staff worker at the fellowship at the University Smart, Jr., in Kansas City. ter, Ella Maxine, November 
Universite de Montreal. • of Colorado in Boulder. She • MARRIAGES: Christina 30, 2004, Franklin, Tenn. Claire Holmes and Chris previously worked in research Achem and Tye Crews, July 10, 03 Eckert, November 1 3 ,  2004. at the Los Alamos National 2004. They live in Jackson-
They live in Myrtle Beach, Laboratory in New Mexico. ville, Fla. • Sarah Adams and Next reunion in 2008 
S.C., and both work for Campus • Shealy Marie Boland Chris Bainbridge, June 4. They Timothy Arpin lives in 
Outreach at Coastal Carolina received her J.D. degree from live in Arden, N.C. • Mary Savannah, Ga., and has a real 
University. • Jennie Capers the University of South Caro- Brock and Matt McMahon, estate investment business. Johnson and Samuel Lindsay !ina School of Law in May June 1 1 .  Mary is an assistant • Margaret Kathleen Battcher 
Carrington, June 18. He is and is employed in the Office basketball coach at Appala- received her master's degree 
a student at Samford Univer- of the South Carolina Supreme chian State University in in music education from the 
sity's Cumberland School of Court Staff Attorney. • P.J. Boone, N.C. • John David University of South Carolina 
Law in Birmingham, Ala. Brown has joined the basket- Dixon and Stephanie Bomar in May and is working as Erica Kitchen and Brendan ball coaching staff at Furman. McCallie, August 13. They a band director in Crawford 
Betts, April 22. She is devel- • Alaina Burgess is in her live in Nashville, Tenn., where County (Ga.) Schools. • 
opment coordinator for a non- third year of teaching middle J.D. attends Owen School of Bradley Benton graduated 
profit called CHRIS Kids in school orchestra in Gwinnett Management at Vanderbilt from Tulane University in 
Atlanta. • Laurie Moskow County, Ga. • Todd Carroll of University and Stephanie is May with a master's degree 
and Anibal Sepulveda, May West Columbia, S.C., received a nurse at Vanderbilt Medical in Latin American studies. 
28. She is account services his J.D. degree from Washing- Center. • Logan Hambrick and He lives in Los Angeles and 
coordinator with Nolen ton & Lee University in May Dave Traggorth '03, August 6. is studying for a Ph.D. in & Associates in Atlanta. and is an associate with Logan is in law school at history at UCLA. • Mariette Sean Christopher Nickerson Nelson Mullins Riley & George Washington University Booth of Cary, N.C., works 
and Amelia Lynn Deloach '04, Scarborough. • Joscelyn and Dave is a project manager at American Asset Corpora-
April 2. They live in Atlanta. Fletcher Cox is an adminis- with Faithworks in Washing- tion, a private commercial real Jeffrey Scott Powell and trative assistant for business ton, D.C. • Josh Mandell and estate firm, while pursuing 
Corrie Mowens, May 28. operations in the Community Sarah Barchanowicz, June 18.  her acting interests with area 
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theatre companies and reper- Smith received her master's ates and he is a certified public McGill of Arlington, Va., 
tory groups. • Jonathan degree in science education accountant with Bart Buie, is scheduled to complete 
Brown has been hired as from the University of Georgia CPA. • Jennifer Marie his master's degree in public 
a geologist by RMT Inc., and teaches biology at Stephens Robinson and Ben Abel, May health at George Washington 
a full-service engineering County High School in Toccoa. 22, 2004. They live in Atlanta University in December. • 
and environmental manage- • Susannah Steele earned where Jenny is assistant to the Josh McWhorter is a financial 
ment consulting firm. • a Master of Music degree director of communications planner with the Moore Finan-
Christine Donhardt, who from the University of North for the American Anglican cia! Group in Atlanta. • 
has been pursuing a master's Carolina-Greensboro and is Council. • Amanda Lea Royal Christine Oliver has moved 
degree in historic preservation a piano instructor at the Music and Stephen Kyle Snipes, to Savannah, Ga., and begun 
at the University of Kentucky, Academy of North Carolina. August 20. Amanda is pur- a physical therapy program. 
was scheduled to enter the • Ashleigh Ward received suing a master's degree in • Taylor Pierce of Winston-
University of Georgia in a Master of Arts degree in occupational therapy at the Salem, N.C., received a Master 
August to begin working teaching from American Uni- Medical University of South of Public Administration 
toward a master's degree versity and is now pursuing Carolina in Charleston. Kyle degree from the Maxwell 
in landscape architecture a J.D. degree at the University is a pharmaceutical repre- School of Citizenship and 
and a certificate in historic of Richmond. • Emily sentative with Reliant Health- Public Affairs of Syracuse 
preservation. • Lloyd Vincent Westbrook works for the care. • Abigail Simon and University. • Brandon Poole 
Flores is a chemistry and Charlotte (N.C.) Economic Josh Lyle, December 18, 2004. is studying for a master's 
science teacher at Dorman Development Office as an They live in Miramar, Fla. degree in human resource 
High School in Spartanburg, economic development special- • Courtney Thayer and Jon management at Troy (Ala.) 
S.C. • Sean Foster received ist for business retention and Anthony Arena '04, March 12 .  State University. He is  
a master's degree in health special projects. • Jonathan They live in Knoxville, Tenn., a senior recruiter with MDI 
administration from the Uni- Wood is assistant movement where he is in banking with Medical and lives in Duluth, 
versity of Southern California control officer for the U.S. SunTrust. • BIRTH: Bart Ga. • Laura Miller Willard is 
and is an administrative resi- Army's First Cavalry Division and Erin Wallin, a daughter, a tax accountant with Cooper 
dent at HealthCare Partners. in Killeen, Texas. • Shelley Isabella Peyton, January 19. Graci & Co. in Austin, Texas. 
He lives in Hermosa Beach, Hasty Woodruff, who studied Bart is a history teacher • Jeffrey Zellmer is a radio 
Calif. • Kathryn Paige Harden theology at Oxford University at The McCallie School and television producer with 
earned a master's degree in in England for a year, has in Knoxville, Tenn. WCCB in Charlotte, N.C. 
psychology from the University returned to the McAfee School 
04 
• MARRIAGES: Elizabeth 
of Virginia in May and is of Theology in Atlanta to Atkins and Nathan Cline, July 
pursuing a Ph.D. in clinical finish her Master of Divinity Next reunion in 2009 16. • Carmen Band and Jim 
psychology at the school. program . • MARRIAGES: Laura Anne Bachman spent Sawyers, May 20. They live 
• Allison Graves Kretlow linda Powell Bertling and five weeks this summer par- in Nashville, Tenn., where 
of Cornelius, N.C., is studying Robert Benjamin Meade, July ticipating in an Immersion Carmen is a medical physics 
for a master's degree in teach- 23. They live in Columbia, Program in Canada and is student at Vanderbilt Uni-
ing at the University of North S.C., where Linda attends the now pursuing a master's versity. • Richard Brueck 
Carolina-Charlotte and is University of South Carolina degree in French education and Catherine Hall '05, June 
conducting research on learn- School of Law. He is a teacher at the College of Charleston 12, 2004. They live in Green-
ing strategies and inclusion. with the Newberry County (S.c.). • Melissa Kimberly ville where Richard is a choral 
She teaches exceptional chi!- School District. • Marcus Bayles is an associate pro- teacher at Hughes Academy 
dren at Lakeshore Elementary Fresia and Katherine Elizabeth ducer with WYFF-TV in and Catherine teaches at Faith 
School. • Tim Larkin, who Caldwell '04, January 15 .  Greenville. • Eric Cain Christian Academy. • Elisa 
has been working for Maxim They live in Tarpon Springs, is a Master Teacher Fellow Cook and Ben Hooper, June 4. 
Healthcare in Chicago, has Fla. • Jane Haddow and at Wake Forest University They live in Cabot, Ark. • 
been promoted to the company's Heath McLaughen '05, June in Winston-Salem, N.C., Jessica Giles and Eric Gray, 
medical sales division and 1 1 .  They live in Greenville. where he is pursuing a master's June 1 1 .  Jessica works for 
moved to Fort Lauderdale, Fla. • Jenna Hatchwell and Daniel degree in secondary social Mackie Rogers Advertising 
• Billy Napier is quarterbacks Guenther, September 5, 2004. studies education. He pre- and Eric for Fairway Outdoor 
coach at South Carolina State They live in Englewood, Colo., viously worked at the North Advertising in Greenville. 
University in Orangeburg. He and Jenna is a tax associate Carolina Governor's School • Julie Christine Harris and 
was previously on the staff at with Grant Thornton LLP. for the Arts and as a faculty Jonathan Godshall, July 30. 
Clemson University. • Lauren • Chris Henderson and Julie advisor with the National They live in Madison, Wis., 
Peters (M.A. '05) is an eighth Wilbanks '05, July 23. They Young Leaders Conference and are graduate students in 
grade teacher at Fairforest live in Gainesville, Fla. • in Washington, D.C. • the Ph.D. program in mathe-
Middle School in Spartanburg Adrienne Neale and Matthew Brandon Chapin lives in matics at the University of 
(S.C.) School District 6. • Lowery, July 16. They live Kennebunkport, Maine, and Wisconsin. • Melissa Jennifer 
Lisa Russell is a student at the in Myrtle Beach, S.C., where works as a behaviors modifi- Plummer (M.A.) and Steven 
Southern College of Optometry she is in management with cation specialist. • David Eugene Thomas, June 25. She 
in Memphis, Tenn. • Jennifer Century 21 Boling & Associ- is a teacher in Anderson (S.C.) 
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School District 1 and he is 
employed at Michelin in 
Greenville. • Jennifer Ray 
and Nick Blevins, June 18 .  
They live in Baltimore, Md. 
• Glen Davis and Sarah-Ann 
Turpen, May 7. They live in 
Louisville, Ky., where Sarah­
Ann is employed in the Uni­
versity of Louisville School 
of Public Health and Buddy 
is a student in the university's 
School of Dentistry. • Anne 
Burton Wilder and Bryan 
Richard Jones, May 21 .  They 
live in Greenville where Bryan 
is employed by American 
Express Financial Advisors. 
05 
Next reunion in 2010 
Romaine DeJuan Anderson 
is a graduate student at the 
University of Colorado, 
pursuing a master's degree 
in collaborative piano. • 
Krista Davenport is a medical 
student at the University of 
South Carolina in Columbia. 
• Matt Gooch works for the 
state of Tennessee as a medi­
cal rehabilitation program 
specialist. He lives in Nash­
ville and evaluates physical 
therapy and other rehab pro­
grams for workers compen­
sation cases. • Liz Nasca has 
joined LinningSmoak Public 
Relations in Greenville as an 
account executive. • Meredith 
Pittman attends medical 
school at Washington Uni­
versity in St. Louis, Mo. • 
Nick Reinhardt is employed 
as an inside sales represen­
tative with ScanSource Inc., 
a value-added distributor of 
specialty technology products 
in Greenville. • Gabrielle 
Jewel Roberts left the States 
in September to live in Niger, 
West Africa, where she will 
be doing missionary work for 
the next two years. • Donte 
Jermaine Stewart lives in 
Bryn Mawr, Pa., and is pursu­
ing a Master of Arts degree in 
Hispanic studies and cultural 
studies at Villanova University. 
Jordan Teague is a junior 
account executive with Erwin-
Penland, the Greenville-based 
advertising and marketing 
firm . • MARRIAGE: Mary 
Virginia Hunter and John 
Francis Tynan V, July 30, 
Cedar Mountain, N.C. They 
live in Durham, N.C., where 
he attends the Nicholas School 
of the Environment and Earth 
Sciences at Duke University. 
DEATHS 
Maude Hunter Hudson '26, 
June 18, Greer, S.C. After 
graduating from Greenville 
Woman's College, she served 
for several years as secretary 
to the school's dean, Rosa 
Paschal. With her husband 
she established the John 
Harold Hudson, Sr., and Maude 
Hunter Hudson Scholarship 
at Furman. 
Lois Thomas Durham '30, 
March 15, Columbia, S.C. 
Earle Campbell Lindsey ' 30, 
May 28, Pickens, S.C. She 
taught chemistry at Pickens 
High School for more than 
20 years, was active in the 
Pickens Garden Club and 
volunteered at Cannon 
Memorial Hospital. 
Ross Arnold, Jr. '37, July 20, 
St. Simons Island, Ga. An 
attorney in Atlanta for more 
than 50 years, he represented 
Colonial Pipeline Company 
in acquiring and protecting oil 
pipeline easements across the 
southeastern United States. 
As the lead lawyer for the 
Atlanta Jaycees, he was instru­
mental in carrying out the 
anti-masking campaign against 
the Ku Klux Klan in 1949 and 
1950. He was a magistrate in 
the Federal Court System and 
U.S. Commissioner for the 
Northern District of Georgia. 
He served in the FBI in Ohio, 
Tennessee and New York, was 
an organizing founder of 
Galloway School in Atlanta 
and was a past president of the 
Churches Home Foundation. 
He served as a trustee of The 
Patterson Barclay Foundation, 
was president of the Board of 
Youthful Survivors and was 
a member of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. 
Anne Claire Arnold '38, June 6, 
Greenville. 
LePine Lytle Rice, Jr. '39, July 
29, Chula Vista, Calif. He 
was an accountant and book­
keeper in Beaufort, S.C., prior 
to his election as Beaufort 
County treasurer in 1962. He 
retired from that post in 1980. 
He served in the Army Air 
Corps during World War II .  
John W. Huff, Jr. '41,  June 30, 
Taylors, S.C. He was retired 
from Poe Hardware Supply 
and HaJoca Corporation. He 
was a member of the Masons, 
was a Shriner and served in 
the U.S. Marine Corps during 
World War II. 
Anna Speight Fountain Reid 
'42, August 10, Meridian, Miss. 
She was a retired music teacher. 
Herbert Sitton Archer, Jr. '43, 
August 17, Atlanta. After 
service in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II, he studied at the 
Juilliard School of Music and 
Columbia University before 
becoming chair of the music 
department at Anderson (S.C.) 
College. He later earned a 
master's degree in sacred 
music at Union Theological 
Seminary. He served Presby­
terian churches in Anderson, 
Rutherford, N.J., and Macon, 
Ga., before going to First 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, 
where he was minister of music 
until his retirement in 1988. 
He was a past dean of the 
Atlanta chapter of the Ameri­
can Guild of Organists and an 
award-winning member of the 
Atlanta Rotary Club. 
Virginia Gray Ackerman Turner 
'43, August 19, Greenwood, 
S.C. She owned and operated 
Highway 25 Drive-In and was 
active in community affairs. 
Virginia LeGattie Felder 
Dickens '45, July 23, Holly 
Hill, S.C. She was a retired 
school teacher. 
James Thurman Wilbanks '45, 
June 8, Anderson, S.C. He 
was retired from Judson T. 
Minyard Cadillac. He served 
in the U.S. Navy during World 
War II and the Korean War. 
Dorothy Hersey Hugerth '47, 
May 25, Greenville. 
Martha Morrison Shuler '48, 
July 20, McClellanville, S.C. 
Henry Elliott Vogel '48, August 
21,  Greenville. He was an 
Army veteran who served in 
France and Germany during 
World War II, in which he 
received a Bronze Star and 
a Purple Heart. He went on 
to teach physics for 40 years 
at Clemson University, where 
he served as chair of the 
department and as Dean of 
Science. He headed many 
academic initiatives and build­
ing projects at Clemson and 
was known for pioneering 
research in superconductivity. 
Homer Ray Davis '49, July 21 ,  
Greenville. He retired in  1992 
as chief executive officer and 
chair of the board of First 
Savings Bank, now BB&T. 
William Paul Martin, Jr. '49, 
June 25, Greenwood, S.C. 
A U.S. Navy veteran of World 
War II, he was president and 
co-owner of May beck Inc. 
John Harry Biermann '50, 
August 8, Taylors, S.C. He 
was a retired school teacher 
and coach at Bellmore-Merrick 
School District in New York. 
He served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II. 
James Oliver Farnsworth '50, 
July 17, Greenville. He was 
founder and president of 
Coordinated Planning Service 
Inc., an insurance agency, and 
enjoyed a 53-year career as an 
estate planner and insurance 
executive. He received some 
of the most prestigious awards 
given by the insurance indus­
try, including a life and quali­
fying membership in the 
Million Dollar Round Table 
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and the National Sales Achieve­
ment Award. He was men­
tioned a number of times 
in Fortune 500 magazine as 
one of the top salesmen of the 
year, was past president of the 
Greater Greenville Life Under­
writers Association and was 
a member of the National Life 
Underwriters Association. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force 
during World War II and was 
active in many civic and 
community organizations. 
Joe V. Freeman '50, June 3, 
Greenville. He was an Army 
veteran and was employed 
for many years as a teletype 
operator for Western Union. 
Charles Jenkins '50, July 28, 
Mechanicsville, S.C. He was 
licensed to preach in 1940, 
was ordained in 1949 and 
pastored nine Baptist churches 
in the Carolinas and Virginia. 
He served in the 8th Air Force 
during World War II .  
William Walker '51 ,  June 21, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. He was past 
principal of Elliott Metal 
Workers and president of 
E.T.S., a textile consulting 
firm. He was a longtime troop 
leader for the Boy Scouts, was 
a Mason and served in the 
U.S. Air Force during the 
Korean Conflict. 
Carroll Allen Gibson '53, May 
28, Greenville. He was a U.S. 
Army veteran, having served 
in the 82nd Airborne Division, 
and was retired vice president 
of Texfi Industries, Inc. 
Stuart Nathan Richardson '53, 
March 28, Baltimore, Md. 
He served as a hematologist 
for 20 years and then as chief 
of ambulatory care at the 
Veteran's Hospital in Wilkes­
Barre, Pa., until his retirement 
in 1991.  
Barbara Leake Maxwell '56, 
June 29, Greenville. She was 
co-owner of Bob Maxwell 
Builders and a member of the 
Greenville Board of Realtors. 
She was involved in the found­
ing of CenterQuest after-school 
tutorial of Greer, S.C., and of 
backyard Bible studies that led 
to the establishment of Com­
munity Mission Baptist Church. 
She was one of the top birders 
in South Carolina. 
Billy Clifton Beaver '57, June 
12, Raeford, N.C. He was 
a Baptist minister and held 
pastorates in the Carolinas 
for more than 30 years. He 
was active on North Carolina 
Baptist Convention committees 
and served as president of the 
Pastors Conference, secretary 
of the Associational Executive 
Committee and as past presi­
dent of the Area Ministers 
Association. He was also 
a past president of the Raeford/ 
Hoke County (N.C.) Chamber 
of Commerce and was a U.S. 
Army veteran. 
John Burry, M.A. '57, June 18, 
Fountain Inn, S.C. He was 
a chemistry professor at North 
Greenville College before 
attending dental school. He 
went on to practice dentistry 
for 35 years. He was co-founder 
of Fletcher Funeral Service 
and a partner in Burry & Sons 
Home Builders. He was a U.S. 
Army veteran. 
John Marshall McClain, Sr. 
'58, July 9, High Point, N.C. 
He worked for Sears and 
Metropolitan Insurance 
Company in South Carolina 
before moving to High Point, 
where he owned High Point 
Cleaning Services until his 
retirement. He gave longtime 
service to the Civitans and 
their special projects, especially 
Special Olympics, which he 
served as state director. 
Carolyn Joyce Sansbury Wright 
'58, July 16, Saluda, N.C. She 
began her teaching career in 
Greenville's public school 
system and then taught first 
grade for 23 years at Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church 
School. The last five of those 
years, she was director for the 
school. She was twice selected 
to Who's Who Among American 
Teachers. She and her husband 
also owned an antiques store 
in Saluda. 
Horace Youngblood '58, March 
29, Columbia, S.C. He was 
founding minister of Wood­
field Park Baptist Church and 
served other churches in the 
Carolinas. He was director 
of chaplains at the Department 
of Juvenile Justice, served 
on the board of His House 
Missions and was an Army 
veteran of World War II. 
Willie Elrod Ayers '62, July 13, 
Greenville. He was founder 
and president of Ayers Leather 
Shop. Active in civic life, he 
was past president of the Down­
town Optimist Club and the 
Downtown Greenville Asso­
ciation. He had been listed in 
Who 's Who of South Carolina 
Business since 1974. A U.S. 
Navy veteran of World War II, 
he served in the European and 
Pacific theaters and was also 
involved in the invasion of 
North Africa. 
Doris Schuerman Kunz, M.A. 
'67, August 2, Lee's Summit, 
Mo. She was an educator and 
guidance counselor. Follow­
ing her retirement, she was 
a volunteer with Hospice. 
Doris Ethel Ellis Dobson, M.A. 
'68, August 12, Greer, S.C. 
She was a guidance counselor 
for Greenville County Schools. 
Kaye Howell Carros '70, June 
24, Greenville. She was 
involved in civic, church 
and community activities. 
Paula Pharr Bailey ' 75, April 
9, Tallahassee, Fla. She had 
been a media consultant and 
graphics editor before she lost 
her sight and hearing after 
being stricken with meningitis 
in January 1999. She died 
from injuries sustained in 
a car wreck. 
Leesa Rame Nanney-Stewart 
'75, June 23, Spartanburg, 
S.C. She was a teacher, 
a musician and an orchestra 
director in Gwinnett and 
DeKalb counties in Georgia. 
A bassist and vocalist with 
the "Gritz" Bluegrass Band 
and the "Full Moon Trio," 
she also performed with 
symphony orchestras in 
Georgia and the Carolinas·. 
She was a member of the 
American Federation of 
Musicians, the Music Edu­
cators National Conference 
and the American String 
Teachers Association/NSOA. 
Wyndie Burris-Hall ' 78, July 6, 
Warner Robins, Ga. She was 
a retired air traffic controller 
and was a member of the 
Central Georgia chapter 
of Families with Children 
from China. 
John Chester Groblewski, Jr., 
M.A.'82, June 30, Charleston, 
S.C. He was a management 
consultant at Scarlett 
Associates. 
Distinguished man of letters: Max Steele, 1922-2005 
Max Steele's short story "Ah Love! Ah Me!" describes what 
happens when 16-year-old Dave takes Sara, the girl he has 
a crush on, to a movie and then to a drugstore. After Sara 
orders a chocolate milkshake, Dave orders a Coke and some­
thing for his headache, because he thinks doing so will make 
him look more "sophisticated." He accepts a waiter's suggestion 
and requests a litho-bromide: 
The waiter brought the order. My Coke was in one glass, 
two litho-bromide tablets were in the bottom of an empty glass, 
and there was a big glass of water. 
I'd never taken a litho-bromide and I didn 't know they were 
supposed to be dropped into a glass of water where they would 
jizz while dissolving. I just shook the tablets out in my hand 
and popped them into my mouth . . . .  Then I drank half the 
Coke while Sara tasted her milkshake. 
Before I had time to say anything, the litho-bromide started 
bubbling noisily in my stomach. 
I drank the rest of the Coke and tried to pretend that nothing 
was happening. Sara put down her glass and stared at me, 
terrified. I sounded like somebody gargling under a barrel. 
"It always does this, " I said bravely. But by then the rum­
blings from the mixture were too ominous to be ignored by me 
or the people in the other booths. 
"Everybody's looking at you, " Sara whispered. She 
was so red that I was afraid she was going to cry . . . .  
"He 's effervescing! " the waiter announced happily 
to the astonished customers. "Just listen to him jizz! " 
According to one of Max Steele's cousins, this incident really 
happened. In fact, Steele based many stories on people he knew 
and events that happened when he was growing up in Greenville. 
He was known for his sense of humor, although many of his 
stories, such as "The Cat and the Coffee Drinkers," were both 
funny and sad. 
Steele, who died August 1 ,  was born in 1 922 and was the 
youngest of the eight children of John and Minnie R. Steele. 
A member of Furman's Class of 1942, he attended Furman for 
two years. After service in World War II, he earned his degree 
from the University of North Carolina and did further study 
at the Sorbonne in Paris. 
His novel Debby, published in 1950, won the Harper Prize, 
the Eugene F. Saxon Memorial Award and the Mayflower Cup. 
But he was best known for his short stories, which appeared in 
Harper's, The Atlantic, New Yorker, Cosmopolitan, Quarterly 
Review of Literature and other national magazines. His stories 
have been collected in three volumes: The Hat of My Mother, 
Where She Brushed Her Hair and The Cat and the Coffee Drinkers. 
In 1956 Steele began teaching at UNC and eventually became 
writer-in-residence and director of the creative writing program. 
Under his leadership, the program produced some of the nation's 
most promising young writers. He retired from the university 
in 1988. He also taught at the University of California-San 
Francisco, Bennington College, South Carolina Governor's School 
for the Arts and Humanities, Breadloaf Writers Conference and 
Squaw Valley Writers Conference. He was an advisory editor 
of the Paris Review and an editor of Story magazine. 
He received two 0. Henry awards and the Standard Oil 
Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching. In 1 992 
he was inducted into the South Carolina Academy of the Arts. 
Through the years Steele maintained a keen interest in 
Furman. In 1 966 he wrote an article for Furman Magazine 
titled "English 23a: A Paper Long Overdue," which describes 
a composition class he took under Meta Gilpatrick, the legendary 
English professor. Although the class did not study the techniques 
of writing, Steele writes, "perhaps something far more important 
has been taking place . . . .  One has learned to listen to an inflec­
tion in a wise woman's voice which says this is simple and true 
and therefore poetry . . . .  " During the class he began work 
on a novel that would eventually become Debby. 
When "English 23a" was reprinted in 1987 in an anthology 
titled An Apple for My Teacher, Steele donated royalties he 
received from the sale of the book to a prize fund named for 
Mrs. Gilpatrick. 
Furman awarded Steele an honorary Doctor of Letters degree 
in 1995 for his achievements as a writer and teacher, and for "his 
simple but elegant prose" that "transforms the vagaries of every­
day existence into a powerful celebration of our ability to grow 
and endure." 
He is survived by his sons, Oliver Steele of Amherst, Mass., 
and Kevin Steele of Seattle, Wash. ;  two grandchildren; and his 
ex-wife, Diana Steele. 
- Marguerite Hays '54 
Marguerite Hays is the former director of university relations 
at Furman and the former editor of Furman Magazine. 
